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1. BEGIN SUMMARY: MOMENTS PRIOR TO START OF SITET'S 
EXTRAORDINARY ASSEMBLY OCTOBER 5 CONVOKED TO DISCUSS 
UNION'S NEXT STEP IN ITS CONFLICT WITH ICE, SITET 
SECRETARY-GENERAL GUIDO NUPEZ AND LABOR MINISTER 
FRANCISCO MORALES AGREED ON FORMULA TO RESOLVE THE MOST 
PRESSING ASPECT OF DISPUTE, NAMELY ICE'S FIRING OF EIGHT 
SITET ACTIVISTS. THE AGREEMENT WOULD BE SUBJECT TO THE 

UNDERTAIN# APPROVAL OF PRESIDENT FIGUERES, WHO ONLY LAST 
WEEK LAUNCHED A VICIOUS ATTACK AGAINST NUNEZ. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT LABOR MINISTER FRANCISCO 
FYANCISCO MORALES MET WITH ELECTRICAL WORKERS UNION 
(SITET) SECRETARY-GENERAL GUIDO NUNEZ ON AFTERNOON 

OF OCTOBER 5 AT THE LABOR MINISTER'S REQUEST TO WORK OUT 
A FORMULA FOR RESOLVING THE UNION'S CONFLICT OVER ICE’S 
(COSTA RICA ELECTRICAL INSTITUTE) DISMISSAL OF EIGHT SITET 
ACTIVISTS. ALTHOUGH BY THEN SITET HAD ALREADY ORDERED 
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ITS WORKERS BACK TO WORK FOLLOWING INEFFECTUAL 1-DAY 
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STRIKE, LABOR MINISTER MORALES AND PLN PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE DANIEL ODUBER REMAINED CONCERNED ABOUT A 
POSSIBLE RENEWAL OF THE SITET WALKOUT AGAINST ICE AND 
BY OTHER UNIONS SYMPATHETIC TO SITET AGAINST OTHER 
GOVERNMENT AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTES. BOTH WERE ALSO WORRIED 
ABOUT THE EFFECT THAT PRESIDENT FIGUERES' HARSH ANTI-SITET SPEECH 
OCTOBER 3 MIGHT HAVE ON THE DEMOCRATIC LABOR MOVEMENT'S 
RELATION WITH THE PLN PARTY IN AN ELECTION YEAR. UNDER THE 
PROPOSED AGREEMENT, WHICH WAS QUICKLY ENDORSED BY 
ODUBER AND TRANSPORT MINISTER RODOLFO SILVA, A MEMBER 
OF THE ICE BOARD WHO ASPIRES TO A CABINET POSITION UNDER AN 
ODUBER ADMINISTRATION, THE EIGHT ICE WORKERS, FIRED FOR 
THEIR ROLE IN ANOTHER ABORTIVE SITET STRIKE LAST JUNE, WILL BE 
GIVEN JOBS IN GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES UNTIL NEXT MAY WHEN 
PRESIDENT FIGURES' TERM EXPIRES AND ODUBER TAKES OVER. 

AT THAT TIME, THE EIGHT WILL BE REINSTATED AT ICE. THE 
AGREEMENT PRESUMES AN ODUBER VICTORY IN FEBRUARY AND 
THE REPLACEMENT OF SEVERAL HARD CORE ANTI-UNION MEMBERS 
OF THE ICE BOARD OF DIRECTORS BY THE INCOMING ADMINISTRATION. 

3. AT SITET'S EXTRAORDINARY ASSEMBLY HELD OCTOBER 5, 

MINUTES AFTER THE TENTATIVE AND STILT. CONFIDENTIAL AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED, NUNEZ ABSTAINED FROM GIVING ANY DETAILS 

OF HIS MEETING WITH MORALES AND CONFINED HIMSELF 
TO INFORMING THE UNION MEMBERS THAT A SETTLEMENT WAS 
IN THE WORKS. TO GIVE NUNEZ SOME PSYCHOLOGICAL 
NEGOTIATING CARDS PENDING THE DEFINITIVE RESOLUTION OF 
THE DISPUTE, THE ASSEMBLY VOTED THAT THE UNION'S 
"STRIKE DECLARATION" AGAINST ICE REMAIN SYMBOLICALLY 
IN EFFECT, EVEN THOUGH THE UNION HAD ALREADY ORDERED THE 
WORKERS TO RETURN TO THEIR JOBS. 

4. COMMENT: THERE IS NO CERTAINTY THAT THE AGREEMENT 
WILL EVER BEAR FRUIT EVEN THOUGH IT IS BEING SUPPORTED BY 
MINISTERS MORALES AND SILVA AND PLN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
DANIEL ODUBER. PRESIDENT FIGURES WILL HAVE THE LAST WORD, 

AND AFTER HIS BITTER PERSONAL ATTACK AGAINST SITET'S 
NUNEZ, DON PEPE'S REJECTION OF THE PROPOSAL WOULD 

NOT COME AS A SURPRISE. A FIGUERES REJECTION OF THE 
ARRANGEMENT WOULD FURTHER ANTAGONZE SITET IN PARTICULAR, 
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AND THE DEMOCRATIC LABOR MOVEMENT IN GENERAL, WITH A 
POSSIBLY NEGATIVE ELECTORAL IMPACT FOR THE PLN. 

WHATEVER THE OUTCOME, HOWEVER, THE DAAL AT LEAST HOLDS 
THE PROMISE FOR A RESOLUTION OF THE MOST EXPLOSIVE 
ASPECT OF THE SITET DISPUTE WITH ICE, A SOLUTION THAT 
THE DEMORALIZED UNION COULD HAVE NEVER ASPIRED TO WITHOUT 
THE INTERVENTION OF THE POLITICIANS. 

VAKY 
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